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CSIR/DSTI NIC SMME PROGRAMME
Expression of Interest Application Form
Successful bidders may be invited for a more detailed interview.
Please email PDF versions of completed submission forms to ATyakume@csir.co.za.
All questions (highlighted in grey) should be responded to and supporting documentation attached where relevant.
	Enterprise name
	

	CIPC registration number
	

	Contact person(s)
	Name and surname:
Position in enterprise:

	Contact details
	Email:
Landline:
Cell number:
Physical address of enterprise:
Postal address of enterprise:

	Ownership arrangement
	
	Disability
	Demographic
	Gender

	
	
	Y
	N
	Black
	White
	M
	F

	Directors/members
	

	Attach CIPC registration certificate

	Business/Industry Sector (medical, agriculture, manufacturing, etc.)
	

	Core Business (diagnostics, electronics, nutraceuticals, etc.)
	

	Years in business
	

	Annual revenue 
	

	Number of current employees
	Permanent:                                 
	
	Temporary:
	

	B-BEE status level
	
	Attach B-BBEE certificate/or affidavit

	Date of application
	

	Name of the proposed innovation
	

	
	


	1. Problem statement
	

	Define the problem to which your solution is attempting to resolve (max. 100 words)
	

	2. Choose the description that best defines your current need 
	Mark with an X

	· Development of a low-cost diagnostic device
	

	· Development of an internet-of-things device
	

	· Assistance with a manufacturing issue on one of the above.
	

	· Actives for health and personal care
	

	· Actives for agricultural applications
	

	· Bioactives or biomaterials for health and diagnostics 
	

	· Formulation and chemical functionalization of polymers and other materials
	

	· Nanotechnology localisation in South Africa
	

	· Advisory support – technology localisation, technology validation
	

	3. Commercial readiness/Technology maturity
	

	Current stage of development
	Mark with X

	· Concept only
	

	· Laboratory proof-of-concept
	

	· Prototype developed
	

	· Prototype tested with users/customers
	

	· Pilot production
	

	· Commercial sales commenced
	

	What support do you require from the CSIR? Elaborate on the need selected (product and/or process development, improvements, validation, etc.).

	

	4. Regulatory requirements
	Mark with X

	· Not applicable
	

	· Regulatory requirements identified
	

	· Regulatory compliance in progress
	

	· Regulatory approval/compliance obtained (attach proof)
	

	· Not known
	

	If applicable, briefly indicate the key regulations or approvals required and timelines

	5. Description of the market need addressed by your product/processes and the potential market size (try to be as specific as possible).
	

	Market opportunity
Estimated market size/value (if known): 
Geographic market(s) targeted:  ☐ Local ☐ South Africa ☐ SADC ☐ Africa ☐ Global
Customer segment(s) targeted:  ☐ Healthcare ☐ Agriculture ☐ Industrial/Manufacturing ☐ Mining ☐ Electronics ☐ Consumer ☐ Government ☐ Other: ______
Has a market assessment been conducted? ☐ No ☐ Informal market research ☐ Market study completed ☐ Third-party market study available
	

	6. Customer validation

	a. What evidence exists that customers are interested in this product/service? 
	Mark with X

	· No customer engagement conducted
	

	· Potential customers identified (how many?)
	

	· Customer discussions conducted
	

	· Letters of interest received
	

	· Pilot/customer trial completed
	

	· Offtake/purchase agreement in place
	

	7. Competitive positioning 

	List up to three competing products/solutions and briefly explain your advantage.
	Competitor name & product
	Local/International
	Your advantage

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	8. Technology and development status

	a. Briefly describe the product/technology and the development work completed to date (max 100 words)

	

	b. Do you own the technology/Intellectual Property (IP)?
	Mark with X

	· Own technology/IP
	

	· If licensed, from whom?
	

	· Public domain/open technology
	

	· Not yet determined
	

	· Licensed technology
	

	c. Expected time to market following the proposed interventions (in years)
	Mark with X

	☐ <1 year
☐ 1-2 years
☐ 3-5 years
☐ >5 years

	9. What is the anticipated social, economic and environmental impact if the intervention is successful?

	a. Social (e.g., jobs, quality of life):
b. Economic (e.g., improved revenue):
c. Environmental (e.g., reduction in waste, pollution):

	10. Previous funding/support received (last 5 years)

		Organisation
	Programme Type (e.g., ESD, Seed Fund, etc.)
	Type of Support (e.g., technical support, market report, IP and legal, etc.)
	Approximate Value (‘R)
	Status (completed or ongoing)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




	11. What is the company’s ability to co-fund the requested support? 

	a. Ability to co-fund 
	(YES/NO):

	b. Source of funding and status
	Name of funder
	Funding amount
	Status (approved/pending)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	
	12. Team composition (both business/technical management, if not identified, proposed):

	Name
	Highest academic qualification
	Position in proposed entity
	Previous business management/technical positions/experience
	Previous experience in proposed product and/or raw materials 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




	15. Please attach short resumes/CVs (1/2 page each) of key personnel in your enterprise.

	

	MANDATORY DOCUMENT CHECKLIST
	Mark with X

	CIPC registration document
	

	B-BBEE certificate or affidavit
	

	CVs of key team members
	

	Proof of prototype
	

	Proof of product offtake agreement
	

	Proof of ownership of IP/licence agreement
	

	Proof of raw material availability/access to raw material
	

	Proof of existing agreement(s) with the CSIR (if applicable)
	

	Proof of regulatory approvals (where applicable)
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