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Attention: CSIR EMS Manager  

Minnelise Levendal 

11 Jan Celliers Road  

Stellenbosch  

P O Box 320 

7599 

 

Attention: Ms M Levendal 

 

                                                                                                                                            Sent via email 

 

17 September 2019 

 

Dear Minnelise, 

 

AMENDMENT 3.  COMMENT & OPINION ON THE ECOLOGICAL IMPACTS ASSOCIATED 

WITH AMENDMENTS TO THE TURBINE SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE SUTHERLAND WIND 

ENERGY FACILITY NEAR SUTHERLAND IN THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE.  

 

We have been requested by CSIR to consider the proposed amendments to the turbine specifications and 

amended layout of turbines for the proposed Sutherland Wind Energy Facility (WEF) in the Sutherland area 

of the Northern and Western Cape.  South Africa Mainstream Renewable Power Developments (PTY) Ltd 

(hereinafter referred to as Mainstream) has already obtained an Environmental Authorisation for the 

Sutherland Renewable Energy Facility in 2012 (DEA Ref: 12/12/20/1782). This facility included the Rietrug, 

Sutherland and Sutherland 2 WEFs. The larger facility has subsequently been split into the three separate 

WEFs following an amendment process. These wind farms are known as the Rietrug, Sutherland and 

Sutherland 2 WEFs. 
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The hub height and rotor diameter of the Sutherland  WEF has been amended to 150 m with the latest 

Environmental Authorisation issued on 25 August 2017 (DEA Reference: 12/12/20/1782/2/AM2). 

Mainstream is now applying for an additional amendment to increase the hub height and rotor 

diameter from 150 m to up to 200 m.  

 

It is our opinion that these amendments will not result in any change to our opinions, findings, assessment 

ratings and recommendations as contained in our Terrestrial Ecological report dated December 2016.  The 

significance of impacts identified in this report are provided below. 

 

Sutherland  

1.Change in structure of 

vegetation at a physical 

level 

 

2. Change in propagule 

dispersion modes and 

habitat species 

composition. 

1.Physiological changes in smaller mammals and 

invertebrates leading to ousting of species from 

some areas to the lee of the WEF. 

 

2.Behavioural change in animals in and around 

turbines due to noise. 

Low to 

Very 

low 

 

The salient mitigation measures provided in the previous Terrestrial Ecology Report (Bundy, 2016) as 

indicated below are still applicable to the current Amendment application and should be adhered to: 

 

 The turbines should not be sited at points below the 1600m amsl; and 

 The final footprint of each turbine, as well as support infrastructure should be subject to specific site 

evaluation. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Simon Bundy (Pr.Sci. Nat) 
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